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Now here is a sizeable chunk of Schoenbergiana, edited with 
scholarly care and 39 pages of notes and appendices by Leonard 
Stein (though properly precise references to where the previously 
published material may be found is lacking), and translated where 
necessary, apparently with his usual great attention to nuance and 
every detail, by Leo Black. Schoenberg must have written a vast 
amount of words during the course of his life, even if you don't 
include his own books and, of course, his letters. This collection of 
104 items (as compared with the original edition's 15) runs to 559 
pages and is much more representative of Schoenberg's writings 
over the whole period of his life, with items dating from 1909 to 
the year of his death (the earlier date is wrongly given as 1911 in 
the preface), whereas the first edition, while including two items 
from as early as 1912, concentrates on the English essays of the 
1940s. lt contains many of his longer articles and lectures, whether 
originally written in German or English (some of the English 
articles which did not appear in the first edition were corrected at 
the time by that book's editor, Dika Newlin, for a second, unrealised 
collection). lt also includes a small portion of his other writings, 
both previously published and unpublished: sketches for articles 
and lectures, speeches, unfinished projects, replies to questionnaires, 
replies to and a commentary on articles by others and so on. Most 
of these, complete or incomplete, were meticulously signed, dated 
and filed away, often in duplicate, under a multitude of headings 
which, unfortunately, were rather haphazardly adhered to, so that 
Stein found he could not use them in the preparation of this 
collection . 

There is much, inevitably, that the book does not contain. The 
major omissions would seem to be Schoenberg's own analyses, a very 
sizeable manuscript entitled 'The Musical Idea and its Presentation' 
that Josef Rufer has called the composer's most fundamental 
theoretical work,6 his diary from 1912 (the year of the composition 
of Pierrot Lunaire) called the Berliner Tagebuch 7 and, of course, 
the majority of his letters, only a small selection of which were 
published in Erwin Stein's edition.B Much of this material may well 
fit better into separate volumes, of course. This is the plan, 
apparently, with the analyses and, quite naturally, with the un-
published letters; the diary has already been published in German, 

Brian 
Ferneyhough 

and I hope an English translation will be encouraged out of someone 
soon to follow Humphrey Searle's forthcoming translation of H.H. 
Stuckenschmidt's full critical biography. I am particularly looking 
forward to reading 'The Musical Idea and its Presentation' : I hope 
someone can manage to publish that, too, before long. 

But it's therefore all that much more disappointing to find 
so many rather insignificant bits and pieces in the present collection, 
however occasionally titillating they may be to Schoenberg scholars. 
The published letters have already told us enough of Schoenberg's 
almost embarrassingly servile attitude to higher authorities, so we 
can do without his speech accepting the Honorary Citizenship of 
Vienna in 1949, with or without the cryptic references to the way 
that city had treated him in the past. And when so much remains to 
be said about the music, it hardly seems justifiable to print ephemera 
on such matters as 'Parsifal and Copyright' (1912) or even some of 
the sarcastic replies to criticism, apparently some kind of bad 
imitation of Karl Kraus. 

The collection is divided into ten sections, which sprinkle the 
essays from the first edition into the new material along the way. 
There is no attempt at chronological ordering, even within sections, 
and Stein's placing of essays and fragments in sometimes odd 
juxtapositions seems to provide more a means of variety than of 
coherence on occasion. In Part I, 'Personal Evaluation and 
Retrospect', 'The Young and I' (1923) is interesting for its 
comments on the situation in which Schoenberg and his pupils found 
themselves immediately after the First World War. These remarks 
are complemented by those on Webern, Berg and others in the 
ninth section of the book called 'Composers': in particular the 
famous foreword to Webern's Op. 9 (1924), but even more so the 
almost paranoid attitude to Webern's apparent secretiveness about 
his compositional discoveries that Schoenberg shows in his dis-
cussion of the origins of Klangfarbenmelodie written in the last year 
of his life . This gives us a tantalising glimpse into the less familiar 
sides of the musical, as well as personal, relationships between the 
members of the Viennese 'trinity', on which the rest of the new 
Style and Idea unfortunately casts little further light. 

There are some worthwhile apologetics in such articles as 'New 
Music: My Music' (c. 1930) and 'Constructed Music' (c. 1931) 

Winner, with Time and Motion Study Ill, of the 1974 Italian Society of Contemporary Music competition. 

" ... this outstanding composer has been publicly recognised as such in winning the most important European 
prizes, by being commissioned by the most important bodies on the continent and by being successfully 
performed at the most important International Festivals." 

A selection of his works so far published 

Cassandra's Dream Song 
Solo flute P-7197 £1.95 

Coluratura 
Oboe & piano P-7123 £1.70 

Epicycle 
20 solo strings P-7119 £7.60 

Missa Brevis 
12 voices P-7125 £4.20 

A full brochure is available on request 

Sonatas 
String quartet P-7118 £12.00 

Sonatina 
3 Clarinets & Bass clarinet H-879 £1.40 

Time and Motion Study Ill 
Voices and percussion On hire 

Transit 
Voices and chamber orchestra On hire 

From all good music shops and: Peters Edition, 119-125 War dour Street, London W1 V 4 DN 
Wholesale only: 10-12 Baches Street, London N 1 6 DN 
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